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is making Russia a respected rival of the great nations
of the -world in air navigation, it is making Russia's
chemical industry one of the most formidable weapons
for offence and defence in "the next wan"
There were 4,200 chemists in the Soviet Union at
the close of 1929, but new chemical colleges and labora-
tories have opened since, and the Soviet educational
and war authorities plan to increase the number of
chemists to 30,000 by the end of the current year.
The peasant of Czarist Russia formerly used only a
gram of chemicals to every 1,000 grams used by Eng-
lish or American farmers* Here, too, the Soviet gov-
ernment is causing basic changes. Eight million tons
of mineral fertilizer have been produced in accordance
with the specifications of the Five Year Plan, and that
amount is declared one quarter of what Russian agri-
culture must have*
It is a slogan of the Kremlin to make the Soviet
Union independent of the rest of Europe in those
branches of chemistry used primarily in warfare* Soviet
military publications assert the high tempo of the Five
Year Plan has already made the people, especially the
Red Army, independent of other countries in chemical
equipment. No secret is made of what the Soviet Union
is doing to protect the civilian population from chemical
attacks by an invader*
In regions where a gas or chemical attack is most
likely to occur, the Osoaviachim has an organized body
of 100,000 men and women ready to aid the population